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TADEX, ONE OF THE WORLD'S MOST INNOVATIVE 
TELECOMMUNICATION SYSTEMS IS DESIGNED 
FOR BETTER MANAGEMENT AND M« |HFgg 


TADEX is eff icient, economic, comfortable 

and makes possible more efficient 
management of your business and better 
service to your customers and office 
personnel. 

" Compact in size, installable on the wall in 
any office. • 

— Saves time, money arid, personnel.' 

— Simple and comfortable to operate, even 
without an operator. ' 


TADEX is tailored to'your size and yoiir 
needs 

TADEX is made precisely to your measure 
whether you run a smaltbuginess or a large 
. enterprise. As your business expands, so does 
TADEX. Its modular construction is 
immediately adaptable to n$w requirements. 

TA| teX is at work in law off leas, Insurance 
i; M^hcies, accountancy firms, travel bureaus 
] banks and factories throughout the. ! 

. country. I t's right for you e$ welL 


TADEX has many capab ilities 

- Abbreviated dialing 

- Sophisticated trunk blocking facilities 
~ Inter-office consultation 

- Conference conversations 

- Call parking on engaged trunks and extensions 

- No need for operator 

- Priority allocation of lines ' 

~ and many more 
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TADEX is reliable 

Latest technologies using micro-electronics 
and microprocessor contror guarantee the 
quality and high reliability of TADEX 
exchanges. 


FOR DETAILS, DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
EARLY DELIVERY PLEASE CONTACT: 

Tadiran Telecommunications Division 
18, Hasivim St. f Industrial Zone. 

Petah-Tikva 

Phone : 03-928685, 03-928612 
(Sunday through Thursday) 

"Ram-Tel" Line-Communications Systems Ltd. 
3, Tefutzoth Israel St., Givatavim, 

Phone: 03-770141-2 

"Sverlophone" Ltd., 86, Herzl St., Haifa ^ 

Phone; 04-668141,04-668142 " 

"Ayelat Tikshpret", 3, Yanai St., Jerusalem 
Phone: 0^222606, 02-224697 
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something 
to celebrate. 

Sabra Liqueur 

something 
to celebrate with. 

Sabra- with the delicate essence of 
Jaffa oranges and a hint 
of fine chocolate. 
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A lot more than just saving your money 


Creativity. The breath of the Iriripvator, the Inventor, the adaptor. 
}The Inspired -dytatnjein'ta^ from golden wheat. 

Creativity ehianges worlds; It^Oudifiesouh jippefc, Enhahces4he quality of dur lives 
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THE LIMITS OF NORMALIZATION 


NORMALIZATION of relations 
between Israel and Egypt will 
take place, as scheduled, on 
January 28 — only eleven days 
from now. But that normaliza- 
tion, it was again made clear at 
last week’s Aswan Summit, will 
be only to the letter of the peace 
agreements reached last March 
— certainly no more. 

Perhaps it is better to use the 
word "correct” — and not “nor- 
mal” — when describing the 
ties that will exist between the 
two former enemies after the 
twin target dates of January 25 
..(Israeli withdrawal to the Ras 
Mohammed-El-Arish line) and 
February 28 (exchange of am- 
bassadors, with Eliahu Ben- 
Ellssar representing Israel In 
Cairo and Sa’ad Mortada taking 
up residence in Tel Aviv) . The 
Egyptians will live up to all of 
the provisions of the Camp 
David accords of September 
1878, and the Israel-Egypt 
peace treaty signed by Presi- 
dent Sadat, Prime Minister 
Begin and President Carter In 
March 1070. But they will not 
rush into a closer relationship 
with Israel, at least not for the 
time being. 

IT IS ALL a matter of linkage, 
even If the Egyptians don’t use 
the term officially. 

There is no doubt that Cairo 
wants the process of further 
normalization to be contingent 
on the progress of the West 
Bank-Gaza autonomy 
negotiations. An Egyptian 
parliamentary committee said 
as much on Saturday night, 
when It was quoted by Cairo TV 
as suggesting that implementa- 
tion of economic and cultural 
contacts with Israel "should be 
the subject of deliberate study, 
and be carried out within a 
framework of restoring Just and 
comprehensive peace In the 
area.” 

Officially, the Egyptians say 
that they would like to see nor- 
malization taking an “easy 
course” for two main reasons — 
to give the Egyptian man In the 
street time to absorb the new 
realities, and to assure ade- 
quate security for Israelis who 
go to Egypt, whether as visitors 
or on business. 

This explanation would seem, 
oh the surface, to be con- 
tradicted by the obvious 
warmth of the Egyptian masses 
towards visiting Israelis, and 
their vociferous support of the 
peace process. But not all 
Egyptians appear to be so 
receptive to full peace with 
Israel at this stage. 

In a recent interview, Presi- 
dent Sadat conceded that 
Egypt’s university students, for 
instance, were t£t from 
enthusiastic - about increased 
contact with Israel. He blamed 
this on what the students had 
been taught prior to November 
1877, when he launched his 
peace initiative- by travelling to 
Jerusalem. 

But it may be more than past 
teaching which affects the 
students, and the intellectual 
community which they repre- 
ae ”t- is the group In Egypt 
with strong Arab arid Islamic 
connections, and they clearly 
fj®? hard to Accept Sadat's 
■^gypt-first” policy line. 
Moslem fundamentalism and 
Arab nationalism; both of which 
• strongly reject Sadat’s peace, 

W deeply entrenched in sub- 


E^ P t wi'Mive up to the letter of its agreements with Israel 
but wi I not plunge headlong into deeper economic 
and cultural relationships. Post Middle East Affairs 
Edrtor ANAN SAFADI explains why President Sadat has 
aecitted to go slow with the process of normalization. 
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stantial segments of Egypt's 
student population. 

It is no secret that Egypt has 
tightened security appreciably 
In the aftermaUi.of the attack 
on Mecca's Great Mosque by 
Moslem- dissidents; The guard 
at the U. 9. Embassy and 
' American institutions was also 
heightened following an 


anonymous phoned threat to 
blow them up almost im- 
mediately after the destruction 
of similar U.S. facilities in 
Islamabad and Tripoli. There 
was no real alarm In Egypt 
after the threat, but it was 
. taken seriously'. 

SECURITY Is but one of the 
details which concerns the 


Egyptian officialdom, led by 
Premier Mustapha Khalil and 
Minister of Slate for Foreign 
Affairs Butros Ghali. And it is 
these officials, charged with 
implementing Sadat’s errand 
design for peace, who have 
been urging, a go-slow all along. 

At this stage, it appears that 
Sadat has heeded some of their 


; fV»SP4Y, JANUARY 15, 1080 

.51 Yjic ,YAtKi3L*T 


THE JERUSALEM POST — PRELUDE TO NORMALIZATION 

^OWM'UAMAOTl OT 5Km:3W2.-- T <iYJ KtiUtJ vivit 'fJVt 


advice. Normalization, he 
seems to have conceded, must 
be carried out in careful stages. 

The visionary president is 
now listening more carefully to 
his advisers. He is not dismiss- 
ing their words, as he did those 
of Ismail Fahmy and Mohamm- 
ed Ibrahim Kamel, who resign- 
ed at Important turning-points 
in the peace process, or even 
Mohammed Abdul-Ghani 
Gamasy, who reportedly fell 
out with the rais over the details 
of Egyptian military deploy- 
ment in Sinai. 

Unlike Sadat, who dismissed 
his Arab colleagues as 
"dwarfs" and "rigid il- 
literates” when they failed to 
follow his solo peace drive, the 
ministers appear to be deeply 
concerned about Egypt's grow- 
ing isolation in the Arab and 
Islamic worlds, and the deepen- 
ing hostility towards it. 

Sadat's pledge that Jordan 
would join the peace process 
before the end of 1978 has not 
been fulfilled. Instead, at year’s 
end his closest Arab ally, 
Sudan, served notice that it 
would break relations with 
Cairo at the time of the ex- 
change of ambassadors with 
Israel. 

IN PRESSING Sadat, hlB ad- 
visers seem to have overlooked 
that their leader was correct in 
predicting that the Arab world 
could not take effective action 
against Egypt, and that turmoil 
and unrest would shatter their 
apparently solid ranks. 
Perhaps they were distracted 
by the fact that Syria lumped 
Egypt together with American 
Imperialism and Zionism in 
looking for a scapegoat on 
which to blame its internal un- 
rest. They have also seen the 
turmoil in the region, without 
realizing Sadat himself 
predicted it. 

PART OF THE Egyptian Isola- 
tion was to be expected, it was 
always unlikely that Syria or 
Iraq or Libya would approve of 
the peace process. But the 
Egyptian officials had reason to 
believe that Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan, both of which have 
strong ties to the West, would ' 
eventually come to approve, or 
at least acquiesce, to the new 
state of affairs. 

Such has not been the case. 
Riyadh, obviously shaken by 
the Great Mosque attack, last 
November, now lacks- the con- 
fidence to take a bold Btep in 
Egypt’s direction. And King 
Hussein, who in the past often 
has been exposed to contradic- 
tions In the Arab world, has now 
appointed as his new prime 
minister Abdui-Hamid Sharaf, 
a shrewd politician who Is 
known to have grown up as a 
disciple of Egypt’s late Presi- 
dent Nasser and his pan-Arab 
doctrine. Sharaf was also- the 
first to advise the Jordanian ' 
monarch to reject the Camp 
David accords. 

But Sadat has not given up on 
Amman and Riyadh. He has 
them in mind when he stresses, 
as he did at Aswan, that he 
wnntB to. include East 
Jerusalem in the autonomy, 
and that his main goal Is to 
"end tho occupation.’’ He ap- 
parently hopes that careful con- 
trol of the pace qf normalization 
will bring him closer to these 
objectives. q 
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Summit perspectives 

An Aswan diary by The Post's YAACOV REUEL, who covered Prime Minister Begin's 

four-day visit to Egypt last week. 


HOW DOBS ONE read the 
Egyptian mind? 

The question cropped up 
again and again as one travel)' 
ed with the Bogin entourage 
during the four days of the 
Aswan summit, from arrival on 
Monday till departure on Thurs- 
day. 

Take the arrival. The 
demonstrably friendly — prac- 
tically open-armed — reception 
for Premier and Mrs. Begin by 
President and Mrs. Sadat at 
their Aswan villa at night 
helped (when it was reported 
hack by the Israeli aides) to 
wipe out some of the strange in- 
itial taste, hut not all. For there 
was but one lone Israeli flag fly- 
ing atop the Aswan airport ter- 
minal building to greet the 
Israeli visitor — and to balance 
it off, as it were, a Republican 
Guard flag listing the Egyptian 
army’s two great military ex- 
ploits, “Palestine 1948,“ and 
“October 1973.“ 

Mr. Begin did . not seem to 
take notice, nor to make an 
issue of it. Perhaps he took 
comfort in the playing of 
Hatlfevd — for the first time in 


2,100 years, so to speak — by the 
Egyptian Army Band in Aswan. 

The drive into Aswan was a 
somewhat bewildering ex* 
perience. To the Israeli eye un- 
trained in Egyptian realities, 
the sight of armed troopers lin- 
ing up the road to the city with 
their backs to the motorcade 
was, to say the least, a bit un- 
settling. (Did they expect the 
Libyans, or whoever, to swoop 
down on us? And if so, were 
their numbers sufficient?) 

The city of Aswan — home of 
20,000 or 80,000, or 200,000 peo- 
ple, depending on whom you 
asked — was festooned with 
streamers, and pictures, and 
flags. The streamers welcomed 
President Sadat, hero of peace, 
father of the green revolution, 
and his unnamed (or un- 
namable) guests. 

The pictures were all of Ar- 
rais Mohammed Anwar As- 
Sadat. 

And the flags were all, with 
one single, solitary exception. 
Egyptian. One reporter propos- 
ed that, “Wherever you have 
two Egyptian flags flying from 
a pole, one must be for Egypt — 


and the other for Israel...” 

The crowds greeting the 
Begin party were respectful, 
curious, but less than ex- 
uberant. 

Two days later. In Luxor, the 
scene changed completely. The 
crowds (not just the handful of 
American and Israeli tourists 
who happened to be there) were 
friendly, almost enthusiastic: 
they made one feel right at 
home. There were Israeli flags 
out, and portraits of Premier 
Begin, and streamers welcom- 
ing the Israeli visitor. 

Had the correction been 
done following a discreet com- 
plaint from the Israeli party? 
Or was Luxor for some reason 
so different from Aswan? Or 
just the authorities in Luxor? 

THE TERMINAL of the little 
airfield of Abu Simbel, home of 
the renowned colossi, carries a 
pretty hideous portrait of Presi- 
dent Sadat, and a three-line 
legend saying, in translation: 
"Welcome oh beloved otEgypt/ 
6h leader of peace and vic- 
tory.’ ‘ 

fCoiiMiiiirri on page 10) 
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Dear Readers 

The start of ■ new decade is a 
fitting time to sum up die 
achievements of the past 10 years 
so that plans can be made for the 
future. 

Being, the General Manager of 
Helena Rubinstein in brad 1 have 
been very encouraged by the 
company’s achievements to date. 
This has been vividly cxpr ared in 
public opinion polls which show 
Helena Rubinstein in 1st place as a 
preferred product and the best buy 
In the field of women's cosmetics. 

These results are even more 
significant because they show our 
percentage lead has grown steadily 
over the post 10 years. 

1 credit these results not only to 
the quality of our products and to 
our efforts to give utmost 
satisfaction to our customers, but 
also to the public’s awareness of 
skin care and beauty treatment 
and to the importance it attaches to 
the quality of the product 

In the consumer field our 
company leads in educating youth 
on hygiene and personal appearan- 
ce and in advising women to 
choose the most suitable products, 
with maximum effect in (heir use. 

As to the world-wide In- 
flationary trend, our company has, 
from the start, done a lot to curb 
price hikes through savings and 
efficiency -High as our prices are 
they ore stiD lower than similar 
quality products in Israel and the 
rest of the world, and. our 
customers receive (UB value for 
their money. 

In the field of research and 
development Helena Rubinstein’s 
scientists in die central laboratory 
in New York are making every 
effort to Improve on existing 
products and to develop new lines 
-based on (he - latest scientific 
discoveries. 


Our company wvD continue hs 
efforts to find the bed answer to 
each sldn care and beauty 
problem. Beauty is a gift of nature 
but it sometimes needs a little 
emphasizing and women of all 
ages should take care of their skin. 

To meet so many needs, our 
company offers a very wide range 
of superior products for sldn care 
We offer “Existence", “Skin life* 
and “Skin Dew" for aD types of 
skins; "BloClear” for teenage 
boys and girls with problematic 
skins; the “Silk Fashion" series for 
face and eye makeup; Lipsticks 
and nail pofiah in a variety of 
fashionable shades; personal 
hygiene products such as 
deodorants, body Creams and 
shampoos and arange of performs 
with different fragranoes - 
“Blazer,* "Courrant" and “Apple 
Blossom.” We also look after the 
men, for whom we produce 
“Men’s Club” and “Mark Cross.” 

On the occasion of the signing 
of the Peace Treaty we sold: 

“ Peace is beautifU." Now, with the 
development of friendly relations 
between the people of brad and 
the people of Egypt 1 can only add 
on behalf of Helena Rubinstein, 
warm greetings for a better and 
mare beautiful future. 


P/jJt 

AVRAHAM NUSSEN 
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Helena Rubinstein 

The Science of Beauty 


Solel Boneh 
International Ltd. 

Construction Engineers — Developers 


Operating; all: over the globe. 

: Annual. turnover: |400 million, 

„ Haifa, P.O.B. 4854 : 
i . Tel. 04-869151, Telex S 46889. 
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ASWAN 

DIARY 

{ Frtnn /a, it; •- jij 

On the face of it, this seemed 
fairly innocuous. Hut on reflec- 
tion, couldn't some warmer 
welcome have been accorded 
for Premier Bogin, when he 
arrived there last Tucsdny? At 
the very least, couldn't "vie- 
tory" have been left out on this 
festive occasion in favour of 
"peace?" 

On the other hand, "peace" 
still preceded "victory," which 
was something. But was it not, 
perhaps, merely because 
"Egypt" and "victory" — maar 
and mi«r — happily rhymed? 

What wo need, apparently, is 
some new Rosetta 8 tone to 
decipher the hloroglyphloB, as 
they often strike the outsider, of 
the modern Egyptian mind. 

THE NIGHT before the last day 
of the Begln-Sadat summit in 
Aswan last week, the editor of a 
wcil-known Egyptian weekly 
held a dinner party for the 
Israeli newspaper editors who 
had been helping their 
reporters cover the events. A 
select group of Israeli and 
Egyptian officials were also in- 
vited. 

It did not take long for an air 
of friendly conviviality to settle 
on all the three round tableB 
served by the Obcrol's smiling, 
and moderately efficient, Nu- 
bian wallers. An especially jol- 
ly atmosphere prevailed at the 
table presided over by the host 
himself. 

A man of large gestures and a 
most varied knowledge, of 
Jewish loro among other things, 
he greatly Impressed his Israoli 
guests witli his rollicking tales 
of his world-wide experiences, 
Ills numerous writings (63 
books, no loss), his many 
friends — including his nowly- 
won Israeli editor friends, 
whom ho had lately beon con- 
sulting by tolcphonc two or 
Ihrou limes u week from his 
Cairo homo for news and views 
on the latest developments. 

Hilarity easily mixed with 
solemnity. There was some 
serious discussion of the outlook 
for mi exchange programme of 
translations — Arabic 
renderings of Israeli literature 
to be published in Egypt, and 
Hebrew versions of Egyptian 
literature In Isruol. 

The host was, after all, also 
the head of Egypt's biggest 
publishing houso. 

Shortly boforo the party 
| broko up talk turned to — at the 
1 behest, needless to say* ot one 
of the guests — the somewhat 
porsonal question of the pay of 
editors in Egypt. It was nothing 
to write homo about, the host 
oxplalned, rather mattcr-of- 
factly, but with all sorts oi 
! fringe benefits also nothing 
: complain about — particularly 
l since the lax bite was much less 
painful than In Israel. 

This gave the Israelis a 
welcome opportunity to let off a 
little steam about their coun- 
try's tax system. 

"So let's have normalizat?°° 
*- but without (Israel style)' 
taxation 1" exclaimed the ho«, 
waving his arm, as the tarn 
rocked with appreciative 
laughter. 

The gonial host was Arne 
Mans our, editor of Octovip 
magazine, the BgyptlM ' ‘ 
tollectual (he is an ex* 
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Above: Pillars of Kamak (IPPA ). Below: Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
sightseeing at the tomb of Tutankhamen. (Moshe Milner) 






Below: Israel’s ambassador-designate to Egypt Bliahu Ben-Elissar with 
his wife, Nitza, at Abu 8imbel. (IPPA ) 
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university professor) still vivid- 
ly remembered as spokesman 
for the most vltuperatively 
hostile — sometimes even 
boorishly anti-Semitic — Egyp- 
tian pre-1977 aitilude towards 
Israel. 

So strong is still the feeling 
among Israelis about Anls Man- 
sour that at least one reporter 
later suggested the Invitation to 
the dinner should have been 
turned down by the editors. Yet 
how could It be, and any serious 
thought still be entertained 
about normalization? 

AGES AGO the robbers denud- 
ed the sarcophagus of Ramses 
VI In the Valley of the Kings of 
all Its treasures, but they left 
fairly Intact the wall and celling 
paintings of the tomb Itself 
(right above that of 
Tutankhamen, the only 
pharaoh to escape, by pure mis- 
take, the thieves' rapacity). 

Walking down past the 12 
gates that were supposed to be 
the approach to the nether 
world, the party of newsmen 
from Israel had only enough 
time to emit occasional cries of 
wonderment at the 
magnificence enveloping them 
on all sides, before stopping in 
the final chamber around the 
empty sarcophagus. 

There, the Egyptian guide 
offered a short disquisition on 
what lay around us. The era of 
Ramses VI, he said, was the 
high point of ancient Egypt 
civilization in all its aspects. 
Then came the decline. 

“We were assaulted by in- 
vaders — the Libyans, the 
Nubians, the Persians. The 
glory departed. But now, with 
the help of our new friends," he 
ended with a flourish, "we are 
coming back!" 

Presumably he meant, 
among others, us Israelis as 
well. 

Laden with a newly- 
awakened sense of responsibili- 
ty for Egypt’s future, we 
newsmen started the uneasy as- 
cent out of the tomb. This time 
we were able to notice some of 
the less easily noticeable later 
additions to the dazzllngly 
colourful paintings— such as 
scratches in what looked like 
Greek and Latin. 

"You know what It says?" 
asked one of our party, arid 
hastened to provide his own 
answer. "It says, ‘Baruch 
Jamily hasn't been here yet.'" 

A terrible thought, yet If, — or 
when — regular flights are 
started between Lod and Cairo, 
the Jamily tribe may be ex- 
peoted to desoend on Egypt, 
and Israel's ambassador may 
have his hands full of them. 

Moments later, in fact, at the 
entrance to the tomb of 
Tutankhamen a female guide 
was commenting on the Israeli 
group that had just gone down 
the steep flight of stairs into the 
burial chamber. Cameras are 
not allowed In Tut’s plane, yet 
some of the Israelis, she claim- 
ed, have defied the ban. 

The tone of furious contempt 
with which she referred to the 
Israliyeen was enough to send a 
shiver down one's spine — and 
ring a warning bell. 

Tourists everywhere are only 
people, and so are. their hosts, 
and some of the Egyptians one 
observed during four short days 
In the Aswan area were a pretty 
bad 'nuisance themselves. But 
the question might still be ask- 
ed whether, tourism being the 
facet of normalization that it lsi 
an excess of touristy, at top fast 
a pace, would not prove the 
bane of the peace.D ' 
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ISRAEL la no longer an Isolated 
territorial island locked in by 
the land masses of Asia and 
Africa. For the first time since 
1948 it has a main land route 
open along the Mediterranean 
coast, Unking it to' Africa's and 
the Arab world’s biggest and 
strongest country — Egypt. It is 
the historic land route between 
Asia and Africa over which for 
many centuries, in fact since 
Biblical and Roman times up to 
our days, battalion*: of warriors 
marahed back and forth waging 
wars. 

This month the coastal road 
through northern Sinai will 
begin to serve the cause of 
peace, gradually building 
tourism and trade links 
between Israel and Egypt and' 
slowly removing the sense of 
claustrophobia which was 
Israel's share until now, 

IT DOES appear strange at 
first glance, but a four-and-a- 
half hour drive by car can seem 
shorter and closer than a 00- 
minute flight in a modern jet 
passenger plane. This is the 
precise difference between 
driving from the present El- 
Arlsh-Neot Sinai Egyptian- 
Israel border crossing tb 
Meldan Tahrlr (Liberation 
Square) In the heart of Cairo, 
and the flight from Ben-Gurlon 
airport to Cairo's International 
airport at Heliopolis. 

The fact is that despite the 
long stretches of driving along 
endless sand dunes and vast 
desert terrain, the feeling of 
closeness and real proximity of 
two hitherto hostile people and 
countries is brought home 
much more by going on the land 
route in peace and sensing the 


Opening the land route 
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Post Editor ARI RATH had been that way before. But he found many 
changes in western Sinai when he was part of the first Israeli delegation to 
go by land from El-Arish to Cairo, across the Suez Canal (above). 


territorial link between Israel 
and Egypt than through a fast 
jet-age hop. The crossing of the 
Suez Canal as peaceful visitors 
only adds to this feeling. 

For over three decades, all of 
Israel's land borders were for- 
tified defence lines, signifying 
the siege imposed on It by 
hostile neighbours. President 
Sadat’B historic peace Initiative 


over two years ago and the sign- 
ing last March of the peace 
treaty between Israel and 
Egypt created the first breach 
in this wall of hostility. Well 
over a thousand Israelis — of- 
ficial delegations, journalists, 
businessmen and tourists — 
have since visited Egypt by air 
and sea. But the real feeling of 
good and close neighbours will 


come about when thousands of 
Israelis and Egyptians will be 
able to cover the some 480- 
kilometre distance between 
Jerusalem and Cairo In a com- 
fortable, less than seven -hour 
long drive. 

THE MEMBERS of a small 
delegation of The Jerusalem 
Post werq most fortunate to 


become the first Israelis to 
make the journey to Cairo by 
land three weeks ago. Special 
arrangements had been made 
by the Israel and Egyptian 
Foreign Ministries and by the 
joint Israel-Egyptlan civilian 
and military commission In 
charge of implementing the 
normalization of relations 
between both countries to 
facilitate this trip. The purpose 
of our mission was to finalize 
negotiations for the daily ex- 
change of Israel and Egyptian 
newspapers and magazines 
which Is to commence today. 

OUR EXCITEMENT upon 
reaching the Neot Slnal-El- 
Arlsh border crossing point, 
before setting out into the 
“unknown," is shared equally 
by the Israel and Egyptian 
army officers for whom this Is 
just as much a new "first start" 
in the developing peace 
process. 

We are Immediately waved 
on at the Israel checkpost to 
drive across the some 180 
metres of “no-man's land" zone 
to the Egyptian border post. An 
Egyptian lieutenant-colonel 
who ts in charge of dally coor- 
dlnation with the Israel 
military commission Is already 
waiting for ua with a hearty 
welcome. He Is joined by a 
number of other Egyptian of- 
ficers. some of whom speak a 
fairly fluent Hebrew, who have 
strong Beduin tea — shai — 
ready for us to help us pass the 
time until all formalities arc 
settled. 

Their field uniforms, in- 
cluding the wind-breakers and 
head gear, are very similar to 
those In use by the Israeli of- 
ficers. Were it not for the 
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different markings of their 
ranks, one could hardly dis- 
tinguish between them. The 
Israeli and Egyptian officers 
are on first-name terms, 
witness to their friendly and 
smooth daily cooperation. 

Despite the advance notice 
the Egyptians had about our 
arrival, there Is still some con- 
fusion over the way they should 
handle the first Israel passport 
holders entering Egypt by road. 
Reluctant to stamp our 
passports without explicit 
orders from Cairo, the com- 
promise solution found for us Is 
' to fill out regular Egyptian dls- 
embarkation cards putting 
down El-Arlsh as point of entry 
Instead of the name of an air- 
port or seaport. Then comes a 
team of Egyptian customs of- 
ficials, headed by a senior 
customs officer with a rank 
equivalent to that of a 
brigadier, who decide to treat 
us as regular "passengers." 
Going through the motions of 
proper customs officials, they 
make a spot j chcck of our 
luggage as we transfer It from 
our car to a red Ford transit 
vehicle provided by the Egyp- 
tian Sinai District Governor's 
office. 

Meanwhile, a delegation of 
Arab education department of- 
ficials arrives from Gaza with 
several heavily Bealed 
packages. Customary hearty 
hugs and kisses on the cheeks of 
the Egyptian lieutenant colonel 
precede the handing over -of 
matriculation exams of Gaza 
high school students for ex- 
amination by Egyptian educa- 
tion authorities in Cairo. 

The regular, dally Israel 
army convoy comprising over a 
dozen huge empty trucks and 
semi-trailers drives past the 


check post on Its way to 
Refldlm-Blr Gafgafa — which 
leads over a section of already 
Egyptian-held road to haul 
back some more Israel military 
equipment. By January 26 the 
huge army base at Refldlm, 
west of the El-Arish-Ras- 
Mohammed line, will revert to 
Egypt. 

We say good-bye and thank 
the Egyptian officers for their 
most friendly attitude and are 
on our way to the Suez Canal 
and Cairo. 

THE SIGHTS look familiar 
from many previous trips along 
the road to Kantara, dating 
back to the 1966 Sinai campaign 
and the many times we went 
down to Sinai after 1967 and 
1973, but with a marked 
difference: The several 
military checkposts along the 
road are manned by Egyptian 
soldiers who wave towards us, 
broadly smiling. 

We pass the date palms grove 
that hugs the road and stretches 
along El-Arlsh's "riviera." 
Neat Eygyptlan army en- 
campments, some with brand- 
new vehicles, can be seen from 
the road. What was Nahal Yam 
has become a small Egyptian 
garrison, but otherwise the 
several Sinai Beduin villages 
along the 150-kllometre stretch 
to Kantara are predominant. 

Eln Nagila, Raba, Rumani 
and Baluza, familiar names to 
many Israelis, were returned to 
Egypt already In September 
1976 under the Sinai Two dis- 
engagement agreement. They 
have all grown slightly, with 
some new permanent housing 
and school bulldingB. 

Along several BectlonB of the 
road rolling sand dunes have 
made serious encroachments, 


often covering more than half of 
the paved drive way. Two 
bulldozers work hard to keep 
the road passable, chopping 
chunks of sand off the huge, at 
some points almost ten-metres 
high, sand dune hills. 

A newly built camp at Raba, 
put up by Osman Ahmed 
Osman’s Egyptian construction 
company, is Bald to be housing 
scores of road workers who are 
to be employed for the im- 
proving and widening of the 
Kantara road along a 90- 
kllometre stretch west of what 
was Nahal Yam. 

FOLLOWING a two-hour drive 
we approach Kanatara Sharkla 
— East Kantara — on the bank 
of the Suez Canal. Our young 
driver, Hussein, a native of 
Kantara who picked up a few 
words of Hebrew when working 
several months at a garage in 
East Jerusalem, seems to know 
every pothole on the road. Only 
few of Kantara’s battle scars 
from the War of Attrition ten 
years ago have disappeared. 
The small town still awaits its 
major reconstruction project. 

We take a by-pass to the north 
of the town on a rugged field 
track which leads to a make- 
shift landing for the car ferry on 
the bank of the Suez Canal. 
Over a dozen trucks and many 
more smaller vehicles form a 
long queue waiting their turn to 
get on the ferry. Some of the 
trucks have been waiting there 
for 24 hours, as the ferry 
operates only one-and-a-half- 
hours each day, between 12 
o'clock and 1.30 p.m. so as not to 
Interfere with the ship convoys 
which pass through the Suez 
Canal In both directions. 

With the active help of Hus* 
seln, the Egyptian Sinai 


District official who accom- 
panies us makes sure that wc 
get close to the head of tin- 
quouc passing by many mi 
angered driver. At least half n 
dozen other cars follow us from 
the rear, pushing bumper to 
bumper, trying to get ahead as 
well only to be pushed back for- 
cibly by Egyptian soldiers. A 
wild scene ensues, spiced with 
loud curses, but the soldiers 
prevail and a narrow track is 
kept open to allow the vehicles 
which cross from Kantara Ar- 
bia — West Kantara — to dis- 
embark. 

As wc wait some 15 minutes 
for the car forry to loud on tin- 
west bank of the canal and to 
cross east — in itself a fast aiul 
efficient operation — we try to 
locate the site or n major 
stronghold of what was once the 
Bar-Lev line. The only visible 
signs left are piles of heavy iron 
bars and rails, taken at the time 
from the now defunct El-Arlsh- 
Kantara railway tracks to for- 
tify the Israel defence positions. 
The stronghold Itself, with its 
high sand embankments, has 
been levelled. 

Before long it Is our turn to 
board the ferry, a formidable 
pontoon which is operated by 
Egyptian officers and soldiers. 
It can take several trucks and 
about a dozen smaller vehicles 
— or perhaps two tanks. Once 
on the ferry, It occurs to us that 
we are actually crossing the 
Suez Canal on the driving sec- 
tion of one of the several pon- 
toon bridges the Egyptians used 
so successfully to launch the 
1978 Yom Klppur War. 

Two powerful engines, one 
each on either side of the pon- 
toon, move the ferry across the 
canal in about three minutes. 
As we disembark on the east 


remaining 

P« 111(11011 bridge 

! *» e embank- 

Thr Kj;yptliin officera who ob- 
viously an* aware that they 
have Ju.sl curried the first 
IsravliH !(<*i’o:4H the Suez Canal 
on a peaceful mission wave a 
hearty good -by.* h> us with some 
.if lli.-lr mm •Milling "snlnnm." 

THE K( >Al > from West Knntara 

nr rather Antaru in the Egyp. 
mm v.-r nm-ulai to Iainalllya 
inns ;»»* kllmmMrcs straight 
smith Im’Iwi-imi the Suez Canal 
rinbiinkmi'nt and the sweet 
wnli-r ramil to the west. It la 
this vital sweet water source 
leading frniti the Nile which ae- 
rmiuls for the lush green groves 
and shady boulevards that are 
the landmark of the city at the 
centre »f the international 
waterway. 

There are absolutely no 
inures left of what went on there 
In the weeks and montha 
preceding the 1973 war, when 
the sweet water canal servedaa 
a major staging and canal 
crossing training area for the 
Egyptian Army. The Egyptian 
strongholds along the west bank 
of the Suez Canal, which once 
faced the Bar-Lev line, seem 
still almost intact but appear 
deserted except for a number of 
anti-aircraft positions. 

Heavy deep-water drilling 
and construction equipment ii 
at work on both sides of the Sue* 
Canal in a race against time to 
complete the first of the three 
pinnned undcr-water tunnels 
which arc to provide a direct 
land link between Egypt's 
mainland In Africa and the vast 
Sinai peninsula In Asia. Egypt's 
planners arc confident that the 
first tunnel will be ready to 
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carry traffic within 18 months. 
With the Flrd&n Bridge 
hopelessly damaged during six 
years of fierce battles across 
the Suez Canal, smooth and un- 
limited movement from both 
sides of the waterway can be 
assured only' with the comple- 
tion of this tunnel. 

The tree-lined streets of 
IsmailtyA are still decorated 
with some of the triumphal 
arches and pictures of Presi- 
dent Sadat that were put up two 
years ago, on the eve of the first 
Israel-Egyptian summit 
meeting on Egyptian soil with 
Prime Minister Begin. A slow 
drlv.e brings us to the over 100 - 
y ear-old French-colonial style 
mansion of Ferdinand de 
Lesaepa, the builder of the Suez 
Canal. It serves now as the of- 
ficial guest house of the Suez 
Canal authority and Begin and 
his entourage, which included 
Suzy Eban, a native of 
Ismaillya, stayed here over 
night In December 1B77. He was 
certain then that we would have 
peace within a few months, he 
told me that night. 

The Israel and Egyptian 
negotiators who accompanied 
Begin and Sadat — in those 
days Begin would still attend 
summit talks at the head of a 
top-level team that Included 
then Foreign Minister Moshe 
Dayan and Defence Minister 
Ezer Weizman — spent half the 
night trying to hammer out an 
agreed formula for the solution 
of the Palestinian problem. It 
eluded them. At the time, Egypt 
would have been satisfied with 
language that was certainly 
less committal than what Israel 
had agreed to sign finally at 
Camp David nine monthB later! 


In the history of the Israel- 
Egyptian peace talks, the name 
of Ismaillya will always be 
associated with the thought of a 
missed historic opportunity. 

OUR DRIVER Hussein decides 
to buy petrol before we Bet off 
on the 114-kilometre six-lane 
highway that leads from 
Ismaillya to Cairo, straight 
through the desert. We look at 
the metre with disbelief — the 
price of one litre petrol is 12 
Egyptian piaster, the 
equivalent of six Israel pounds. 

We leave the rich vegetable 
fields and green orange groves 
which surround the town and hit 
the highway, passing huge 
army camps on both sides of the 
road. Small clusters of Egyp- 
tian soldiers try to hitch a ride 
but find It difficult to persuade 
the fast-moving cars and trucks 
to stop. A familiar sight for 
every Israeli. 

Hdlf way to Cairo a huge 
monument with a Soviet-made 
tank on top on the left side of the 
road pays tribute to Egypt's 
victims of the 1973 October 
War. We drive along a long 
stretch of newly planted trees in 
the centre section of the 
highway signifying the ap- 
proach to the new "Tenth of 
Ramadan” olty which went up 
In the middle of the desert dur- 
ing the past two years. In 1978, 
the Tenth of Ramadan in the 
Moslem oalendar fell on Oc- 
tober 6, hence Israel's Yom 
Klppur War Is Egypt's 
Ramadan War. 

Four hours after leaving El- 
Arlsh we reach Cairo’s Inter- 
national airport at Heliopolis, 
the affluent south-eastern sub- 
urb of the Egyptian capital. 



The Post's Moshe Pinto, driver Hussein, and Foreign Ministry 's Zvi Mosel 
at Ismailiya gas station. < Rath) 


Another half-hopr of hair- 
raising driving In Cairo’s con- 
gested rush-hour traffic and we 
reach the renaissance-style 
palais in a small, quiet street 
off noisy Meidan al-Tahrlr, 
which houses the head office of 
the Egyptian Foreign Ministry. 

AFTER TWO DAYS of inten- 
sive negotiations to finalize 
arrangements for the regular 
daily exohange of Egyptian and 
Israeli newspapers and 
magazines, we sign the first- 
ever formal commercial agree- 
ment between an Egyptian and 
Israel company. It has the full 
blessing of the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry and Informa- 
tion Department. 

The fact that Al-Ahram, one 
of Cairo's three leading 
newspapers, on Sunday publish- 
ed a special news item telling 
Its readers that as of today The 
Jerusalem Post, Al-Anba and 
Al-Kuds, as well as Hebrew ‘ 
newspapers from Israel, will be 
available In Egypt, and that 


Egyptian newspapers will from 
now on be sold In Israel, the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
seems to provide further proof 
that all efforts will be made to 
make the agreement work. 

We have a final session with 
the former Egyptian General of 
Kilometre 101 talks fame. Am- 
bassador Taha Magdoub, and 
Ambassador Abdul Rahim 
Hamad, who head the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry's "nor- 
malization" department, and 
reflect on the various aspects of 
the agreement, negotiations for 
which began last August. 
Egypt's Acting Foreign 
Minister, Dr. Butros Gh&li 
gives us a final mabrouk and 
“felicitations" and we start our 
drive back home. 

As it would have been too late 
to catch the ferry across the 
Suez Canal, Hussein goes ahead 
without us while we go to West 
Kantara in a separate car. A 
faithful friend by now. he will 
wait for us on the east side of 
the canal to take us back to El- 


Arlsh. 

This time we cross in a more 
conventional fashion, on a stur- 
dy launch that can take about a 
hundred persons plus some 
freight. The launch goes back 
and forth until ten o’clock in the 
evening, and with a little plan- 
ning separate buses that would 
ply the route from El-Arlsh to 
East Kantara and from West 
Kantara to Cairo, could provide 
regular land transport between 
Israel and Egypt for the time 
‘ being. 

Some of our co-passengers 
still speak some Hebrew, 
although we are the first 
Israelis they have come across 
since September 1976 when 
Kantara reverted to Egypt. 

' It Is already after dark and' 
we stop at Baluza for some 
strong Beduin coffee. There is 
no end to their exdtment the 
moment they realize we are 
Israelis. Yea, we are very hap- 
py to be back in Egypt, they 
say, but we also like you. Will 
the border really open now so 
that we can again work in 
Israel? Please do remember 
that wc Sinai Beduin are the 
real link between the Israelis 
and the Egyptians. 

We decline politely a 
generously hashish-filled 
nargllla and are off to our last 
stretch. Despite the late hour, 
the Egyptian officers wait for 
us with more hot tea and ex- 
cited questions when the first 
newspapers will, really arrive 
regularly. They promise every 
possible help on their part and 
after a final good-bye to our 
Hussein, we are back on the 
Israeli side. Three eventful 
days which bridged over three 
decades. □ 


“Thinking ahead” 
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it’s the way we plan. 


sahar 

Insurance company 

23 BEN- YE HUD A STREET, TEL AVIV. TELEPHONE 03-654311. Telex TV 38759. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, IBM) THE JERUSALEM POST — PRELUDE TO NORMALIZATION 





* 


/ 

PAGE FIFTEEN 


i 





























CMW s> 






sew 


PAGE EIGHTEEN 


TWB JteftUSAi^W; w r pr^m, W noh^uUti< 


- .. .".$ 

■' ■ *:$ 




l*fjw ‘TV *1, - 




ROUGH SAILING 

The organizers of the 'Peace Cruise' to Egypt didn't have their sea legs for 
the recent maiden voyage, writes HAiM SHAPIRO. 
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.. IN A FEW months It will be 
nothing but a fond memory, 
something to laugh about with 
r. friends over coffee. But at the 
time, the “First Peace Cruise” 
from Israel to Egypt seemed 
like a nightmare. 

PVom the moment some 220 
passengers — Jewish, Arab and 
_ Dfuae Israelis, with a large 
Sprinkling of foreigners -*• 
/ boarded the. 5,550 Tton T8 
; Melody, to be herded into, a 
.V : lounge resembling a WeJl- 
lupholatered Ellis Island, a 
- ..series of mishaps plagued the 
• ' one Paaaenger put 

it, T*he Melody began on a' sour 
note.” 

The ship was in a bad way. En 
: f°* te to Haifa from Piraeus, it 
had, encountered a force nine 
gale whloh lashed at its luxury 
trappings. Sixty-four oabins 
were flooded and made un- 
usable. But the Israeli 
passengers were told nothing 
when they embarked. 

The explanations would coma 
later. i Meanwhile people 
, .squatted beside their luggage 
and were told not to go to their 
cabins. As the hours passed, 
however, many ignored the In- 
struction. Others simply left the 

ship, and went home.' 

. We heard through the 
grapevine that dinner was be- 
■ : ' ^ served end we struggled 
‘■bto the small, stuffy - dining 
room* There we found brown,, 
murky water on thetable and 
mineral water going -fpr $1 a 
bott|e r • The sailing, already 
postponed twtae because the 
Israeli passengers had not 
Peofcived their visas, was 
delayed from 0 p.m. till mld- 
mght and then to 2 a.m< But we 
awoke the next morning to find 


ourselves still moored to the 
Haifa quayside. 

But even the blocked toilets, 
the undrinkable water and the 
almost universal seasickness 
could not dampen the feeling of 
exQltement. when we finally 
limped into Alexandria port 
more than 24 hours later. 
Television Crews crowded the 
narroyr. reception area and. 
every -Egyptian- tour operator- 
and shipping agent became an 
an^bassador of goodwill. ■ 

THE CRUISE, organised by 
Kopel Tours, Was the first of Its 
kind t6 Egypt. Other cruise 
ships had stopped at both coun- 
tries put this was to be the first 
with regular sailings between 
Haifa and Alexandria — and It 
carried the first large con- 
tingent of Israeli tourists to the 
land of the Pharaohs. 

. For many the visit to Egypt 
was far more than an excur- 
sion. One woman took the tour 
to Bl-Alamein to make a long- 
awaited visit to her brother’s 
grave in the British War 
Cemetery. At the graveside was 
another passenger,: her 
brother^ best friend, whom she 
had never previously met. - 
For a Druse contingent, the 
hlghpoint was a visit to the 
Alexandria home of Farid el- 
Atrash, the late Egyptian Druse 
film star. Egyptian Jews 
returned to the soenss of their 
childhood with mixed feelings. 
One former Alexandrine visited 
his Bister in the local Jewish old 
age home; another stayed with 
family in Cairo. 

1 ~ Others set out to see the oouh*" 
try, either by themselves or on 
the tours organized by the ship. 
Four days were hardly enough 


to see all of Egypt, but many 
tried. It was with pride that we 
returned to the ship on Monday 
qlght to display our galahlyas 
and fur camels, our alabaster 
statuettes and copper trays. 

• The ship was due to sail the 
following morning, but rumour 
had It that the departure would 
riot take place. The passengers 1 
grievances; forgotten in the. ex- 
citement of the Visit, were soon 

revived; : \ i;,.: \ 

M.anV .of the passengers 
decided to put their, names on a 
list of those considering a law- 
suit against either . Kopel or 
Athens Marine Cruises, tne 
owners of the boat. By evening 
the next day, with the ship etui 
in port and no sailing time an- 
nounced, the passengers called 
a protest meeting in the main 
lounge. • 

Meanhlle, in the oaslno, 
Shmuel (“Oggi”) Pllovsky and 
Shmuel (“Sami”) Rosenberg of 
Kopel Tours were holding the 
second of two press con- 
ferences. But they still refused 
to speak to the passengers who 
were questioning, the 
seaworthiness of the vessel and 
demanding that a Charter flight 
take them back to Israel. 
Others at their meeting 
reported rumours that the ship 
had been Impounded and could 
not leave port. 

Pllovsky and Rosenberg 
stressed that Kopel was only 
the sales agent for the cruise 
and had no responsibility for, or 
. say in, the running of the Bhip. 
They blamed the difficulties on 
the storm and on the fact that 
the ship was still being run in; 
Soon everything would be as It 
should, they promised. 

Cpnlinued on page SO 
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From page 19 

AT THIS POINT tho press con- 
ference was joined by the ship's 
owners, Nicholas Bang, tall, 
blond and suave, and Kostns 
Constantacopouloe, greying, 
but jaunty, both of Athens. If 
the two ever lose their shirts, 
which seems extremely unlike- 
ly, they could easily get jobs In 
a film about Qrcok shipping 
magnates. 

They said that damago to one 
of the ballast tanks had boon 
discovered only In Alexandria. 
The delay In returning was 
oaused by the lack of equipment 
to determine the extent of tho 
damage, thoy claimed. Now all 
was in ordor, they said, and tho 
ship would leavo for Haifa in 
the morning. 

The owners denied that the 
ship had been impounded, 
although they admitted that tho 
Egyptians had suddenly, and 
for no apparent reason, 
demanded all port fees in cash. 
It had taken time to raise the 
necessary funds, they said. 

At this point, possibly in- 
fluenced by the Journalists who 
said it was a mistake riot to con- 
front the passengers, all four 
•.went into' the lounge to answer 
the passengers’ . questions. An 
acrimonious exchange ensued, 
which served to defuse some of 
the tension. 

THAT NIGHT, the sailing time 
was sat for 2 o’clock the follow- 
ing afterndon. But with so many 
promises already, broken, 
delegations of some of the noh- 
Iaraelis visited their consuls to 
ask for help. 

4 ! hours later a dis- 

tinguished looking Egyptian 
: embarked and ashed to see the 
; American passehgdrs. He ; Was 
Wf general agent for the ship in 


rfijrr rr |!^ 


Alexandria and the U.S. consul 
had asked him to speak to the 
American passengers. 

He agreed that he had 
demanded oithor cash or con- 
crete proof of payment for tho 
port services in Alexandria, but 
explained this was normal 
procedure for ships In port. In 
answer to another question, he 
said that any Bhip carrying over 
40 pnssongors was requirod to 
have a doctor on board, and the 
Melody did not. 

His explanation encouraged 
those considering n lawsuit. But 
once tho ship set sail, only a few 
hours after 2 p.m., toftipora 
cooled. In an attempt to pHOlfy 
tho pussougorH, the kltohon 
produced a couple of almost 
festive meals and the caBino 
openod a roulette table. 

THE ORGANIZERS have 
stated their determination to 
keep the Melody running on the 
Israel-Egypt route. PllovBky 
told Tho Jerusalem Post that » 
could bo a proper deluxe cruise 
ship, "onco the difficulties are 
ironed out." ... 

In March, when Israelis will 
be allowed to land at all ports In 
Egypt, tho ship Is scheduled w 
go from Haifa to Eilat and back 1 
again, via tho Suez Canal. Then. 
Rosenberg said, it will be a 
proper cruise. 

Tho present Half** 
Alexandria fare of $104 make! 
the Melody voyage the chape»‘ 
way of getting to Egypt. But w 
a cruise ship, with prices rang; 
ihg from about $600 to 1800 for * 
week’s voyage, the Melody » ® 
no position to compete for™ 
international cruise trade, av 
best it could be described 
reasonable passenger uwg 
never a deluxe cruise vepsei.u 
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Memories of Egypt are probably something like the photo above to many Israelis, who served there in tho British forces during World War II. < Hi! low) A horse-drawn 
cab Is stUI a pro popular way to travel fn Cairo. otAhAmim vuraeitj 


MORDECHAI, the affable bus 
driver who took us and our 
luggage from Jerusalem to 
Haifa for the “historic” peace 
voyage upon the TS Melody to 
Alexandria, had firm views 
about Egypt. "Great, sprawl- 
ing. dirty place. Cairo,” he 
said. "Crowded and filthy. 
Baksheesh, baksheesh, that's 
r 11 you ever hear.” 

His last visit to the Land of 
the Nile was in 1944. when he 
was based with the British fleet 
Ini Alexandria, a member of the 
Palestinian Jewish contingent 
doing its bit In the war against 
Hitlerism; "Don’t expect 
they've changed much," he 
mused, "Still terribly poor. 
They were better off under 
Farouk." 

The Melody's inaugural 
cruise between the two great 
ports of Israel and Egypt was. 
not the pleasure jaunt It. was 
supposed to be. The in- 
temperate ocean, the disap- 
pointments of the passengers 
and a series of inexcusable 
snafus combined to cast a 
heavy pall over its anticipated, 
enjoyments. ■ ' 

. But luckily, there la more io 
such a trlp thaji roulette in the 
BhJp's' Qaslno, or aqUick pre- 
. lundh perm In the Hairdressing 
satom-And If the showers dozed 
a mucous brown fluid instead of 
hot water, than there 'was. 
always the promise, of the’ 
, fieshpots of Egypt and the ex- 
citement of discovery waiting- 
ahead. 

PAGE TWENTY TWO ' 


FACES OF EGYPT 

Old habits, and old images, don't die easily, finds IAN BLACK 
after a brief visit to the Land of the Nile. 
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EGYPT HAS many faces. Ithaa 
the grim face of appalling 
poverty (which Mordcchal 
would doubtless have found un- 
changed) where the Alexandria 
train pulls Into Cairo station 
ami the ragged children play In 
makeshift wooden huts by the 
trucks. 

There Is the strikingly con- 
trasting face of undisguised 
prosperity In the fashionable 
shops In Adit Hired ; the sleek 
Hmouslncn and spacious homos 
In Cairo's Island suburb or 
ZnmulcU; the fine clothes or 
tho French-speaking burghers 
of Alexandria. 

The serene expression or tno 
boy-king Tutankhamen 
represents the sublime face o * 
Egypt's past. He lies mptloniow 
but eternally magnificent In n 
sarcophaguH, surrounded J 
the gorgeous artcfaela 
were to accompany him, mor 
than throe ml lion la ago, on n 
journoy from the kingdom 

life Into the netherworld 

beyond. . , hn 

And everywhere there If 
face of modern, political E B7P 

- In the unblqultous form ot ^ 

honoured ra'ls Mohammed 
Anwar nl-Sadat, puffing 
ly at his pipe and bringing fln 
message of peace, throug 
obedient media, to his 40 uNWP 
countrymen. 

HOW MUCH can you lean* 
lng three or four days in w . 

about the reality of t-rael'* 
And moat powerful of ^ 
Amb neighbours, the r 
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dare to break up the vicious log- 
jam of no peace, no war, that 
baffled soldiers and diplomats 
alike until Sadat's journey to 
Jerusalem. 

Even without the benefit of 
briefings, press releases, the 
help of "informed sources" and 
"well-placed observers" — the 
sine qua non of any Journalist's 
daily routine, at home or 
abroad — if you talk, watch, 
listen and read a little, you can 
find out far more than the right 
price to pay for a stuffed toy 
camel, or the best place to buy a 
galabiya in Cairo's Khan al- 
Khalili market -- although that 
too can be fun. 

You can tell a good deal about 
a country by the way it treats 
its own history. Egyptians, 
even at the most cursory 
glance, take an immense pride 
in their pharaonic past, ' 
although financial constraints 
— clearly obvious In the 
National Museum — do not 
facilitate optimum 

maintenance and display. 

The treasures of 
Tutankhamun, if you will 
forgive the expression, are in- 
describably beautiful. So I will 
tell you only that apart from the 
breathtaking aesthetic and 
historic dimensions of the 
king's trove, the most 
facilitate optimum main- 
tenance and display. 

November 10, 1922 was “the 
day of days, the most wonderful 
I have ever lived through," for 
Howard Carter, the amateur 
English archaeologist who 
spent a life digging for the rem- 
nants of Egypt's past. It was on 
that date, together with his 
financial backer, the Earl of 
Carnarvon, that he broke into 
the tomb, after first drilling a 
small hole In a plaster door. 

Carter’s own account 
remains the most gripping: 
“Darkness and blank space as 
far as an Iron testing rod could 
reach, showed that whatever 
lay beyond was empty,” he 
wrote. "Widening the hole a lit- 
tle I Inserted the candle and 
peered in... 

"At first I could see nothing... 
but presently, as my eyes grew 
accustomed to the light, details 
of the room emerged slowly 
from the mist, strange animals, 
statues, and gold — everywhere 
the glint of gold. 

"For the moment — an eter- 
nity it must have seemed to the 
others standing by — ■ I was 
struck with amazement, and 
when Lord Carnarvon, unable 
to rftand the suspense any 
longer, inquired anxiously, 
'Can you see anything?' it was 
all I could do to get out the 
words, 'Yes, wonderful 
things...* " 

AP ART PROM Tutankhamen’s 
glories, the national museum 
boasts an Interesting and un- 
usually well-designed exhibi- 
tion on the theme of "war and 
peace." it features the 
achievements of a warrior 
pharaoh who fought his coun- 
try's enemies relentlessly, and 
then, wise, magnanimous and 
far-sighted as a great ruler 
should be, made a peace of the 
brave with then), and brought 
blessings and prosperity upon 
ail mankind. 

The message is clear. And it 
Is caught succinctly in the 
banners and posters that-pralse 
Anwar Sadat ~ "the hero of 
peace" — in a thousand 
different places. The war that 
brought the peace is a fresh 
memory, its. symbols 
assiduously cultivated from on 
(Continued on page fy) 
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EGGED IN ; THE 

peace; v\ 

; : We took 
peace period, and 

Journalists who accomOahied ■ i>msident‘-. : 
Sadat to /Jerusalem: i-’" /■ 

“EGGED” - In the service oTPeace ^ 
Peace has come =■; 

Now “Eeeed” has new rilrftr'frntic In- • 



passenger service: new. sites, new ■ 
people, culture and; atmosphere : of^a ■■= 
neighboring people. i : s '-- 

"‘Egged” is already warmirig; its englnes : 
iri the service df . Peac^: 
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Customs Clearing Agent 


^ ./ 43 Derech Ha'atzma’ut, Haifa ■ 
;/P.O.B. 17, Tel. 04-060991, Telex: 40420 


VISIT HAIFA I 

We shall be pleased to welcome you at our two 
lovely, modern hotels, on the peak of Mount Carmel. 

We are located in the centre of Mount Carmel, 
overlooking the beautiful city of Haifa and the bay. 
with a view of the mountains of Galilee. 

AH rooms are air-conditioned, with bath and 
shower. 


Hotel Nof 
101 HanatisiAve. 
P.O.B. 6422. Haifa 


Hotel Shulamit 
1 5 Kiryat Safer St. 
P.O.B. 7080. Haifa 


Cables: NOF HAIFA ISRAEL Cables: HOPELMIT 

Telex: 46-632, Tel. 04-88731 Telex: 48-724. Tel. 04-24281 1 
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WE, 

companies, businesses and firms in 
Israel, are seeking contacts in Egypt. 

To mark the Peace Treaty and the nor- 
malization- of relations between Israel and 
Efypt» a 1980 Foreign Trade Catalogue has 
been prepared in Israel, in Arabic and 
English, for general distribution in Egypt. 

The Catalogue. contains SOD firms find businesses who have an in- 
terest In forging commercial; import and export, ties with firms and 
businesses In Egypt. • >; 

Entries in the Catalogues are by industrial branch and include: Name 
of Firm; Address; Telephone Number; Telex Number; Name of 
Company Director and Description of the Froduat or Business Activi- 
ty, The Catalogue also gives basic Information about the" economy 
nnd trade in Israel as well as general inforjrrtation for tourists'. 

Anyono interested in details of life Catalogue or in making contact 
' with ns should apply to: : 

THE TRADE AND PUBLISHING CO., 

Slip;, Tei Aviv, Israel. 


(from page M) 

high. October magazine. 
Cairo's 6th October Bridge, are 
just some of them. 

And was it mere coincidence, 
that of the two tugs that pulled 
the Melody and its Israeli 
passengers out of Alexandria 
harbour, one was named "Oc- 
tober" and the second "Badr," 
the codename for the Suez 
Canal crossing operation that 
opened the 1973 war. 

If Sadat is firm about preser- 
ving the memory of his victory 
— and Egyptians, despite the 
turnabout soon after the war's 
initial surprise, do believe that 
It was their victory (although 
some distinguish between psy- 
chological and actual superiori- 
ty) — he is no less determined 
to get back at those Arab critics 
who hammer him for his 
"separate peace" with the 
Jewish State. 

LIKE ANY other language, 
Arabic has its political nuances. 
What The Jerusalem Post calls 
the "The Judea and Samaria 
Military Government," the 
East Jerusalem Arab papers 
call "the - occupation 
authorities." And while the 
more moderate Al-Quds, writes 
"Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat," the rival, and more 
radical As-Sfta’ab, refers to him 
anonymously as "the Egyptian 
ruler." 

Thus I was Interested, but not 
surprised to see the crass 
editorializing of a headline on 
the front (news) page of Al~ 
Abram the day after Syria’s 
representative at the UN 
resigned. "Beginning of the end 
for the Ba'ath Alawite regime 
in Syria," It read. 

That war of words shows 
every sign of- continuing. 
Israelis on the other hand must 
be hoping that the ongoing nor- 
malization will gradually in- 
duce a psychological change in 
Egyptian attitudes towards 
their new friend. 

Thus It was disconcerting, 
while browsing through an 
. Alexandria bookstall, manned 
by bearded young men in the 
white garb of devout Moslems, 
to find a book entitled The 
J eivish Danger : The Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion — a first 
complete Arabic translation, 
published in Cairo in 1977. 

The symbol of the octopus 
with a "Jewish" nose, and 
Bllmy tentacles entwined with a 
red Star of David, is not an en- 
couraging symbol for the new 
era of poace. But old habits die 
' hard on all sides, and perhaps 
the Israelis who visit Egypt will 
stop talking about "the Arabs" 
and start understanding that 
peace is more complicated, and 
requires greater mental effort 
than the stereotypes that 
nourish conflict. 

IT IS FASHIONABLE these 
days to moan about the decline 
of the West and the waning of Its 
influence In the Iosb "civilized" 
regions of the world, the term 
"levantizaUon" catching what 
many people Instinctively feel 
about this trend. I do not share 
this view, but I did feel a pang 
of nostalgia for some! of the 
memories and remains of 
British influence In Egypt. 

There is .' a .. famous 
photograph, taken, I suppose, in 
the. 1920s, wheh modern Egyp- 
tian .nationalism was a rising, 
star; of British officers, lining 
the crumbling facade of the 
Sphinx at Giza, without regard 
;for the statue's precarious 
physical conditton.ilordlng their 



(Top) Cairo’s Khan al-Khallll market. (Above) street sene In 
beautiful Alexandria. 
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superiority over Egypt and its 
treasures for all the world to 
see. 

And there is another well* 
known scene — not recorded on 
camera for posterity, as far as I 
know — that took place in 
February 1942, when Britain's 
ambassador in Cairo, Sir Miles 
Lampton,. his own pistol at the 
ready, led a party of troops into 
the city's Abdin palace to order 
the corpulent King Farouk to 
dismiss his pro-German prime 
minister. 

Today, the British Embassy, 
white and sparkling in the 
winter sun, remains a pearl, of 
Cairo's Garden City, but at the 
Giza Sporting Club, where 
Anglo-Egyptian society played 

and sweated the turf is dry; and 
at. Shepheards .Hotel,, where It 

draqk and sparkled, the walls 
are; shabby, But in Shepheards 
-you can still hand baksheesh to 
sweet-smiling Nubian porters, 
concierges and bellboys, oloth- 
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cd in gold-braided blue tunics 
llmt belong to an age that Is 
lost. 

Poace between Israel ana 
Egypt can moan the dawn of a 
new ora for the Middle East, 
Much depends on the political 
developments of the coming 
months and years. The border 
it appears, will not be quite as 
open as many had hoped, and 
access leas free than an- 
ticipated. 

The Land of the Nile has a 
rich and complex history ana 
culture. Its political system is 
different from the West’s and 
from Israel's; its language a 
mystery to moat. A little ef»°*J 
■on all these fronts, the pursuit 
of knowledge for the sake o* 
mutual understanding, wu 
enrich the process of mu [ n ® 
peace and give it a foundation 
more solid and more laat‘n| 
than the compromises of clerk 
and the promises of politician 
can ever do. 
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A 1,200- YEAR-OLD copy of the 
Tora, reputed to be one of the 
oldest in the world, has become 
the centre of a controversy 
between British Jews and 
Egyptian Jews who do not want 
to le.t It out of the country. 

The codex, written In 
Tiberias In the Eighth Century, 
is beginning to show signs of its 
age. American and British 
scholars want to take It away to 
repair its fraying edges and 
crumbling corners. 

But the Karaite Jews, who 
have had the Ben Asher Codex 
for as far back as they can 
remember, don’t like the idea. 

."We would like the repairs to 
be done In Egypt, under our 
supervision. What good is com- 
pensation If something happens 
to it — like a plane crash on Its 
way to London or New York?” 
Ely Youssef Massouda, head of 
the Karaite community in 
Cairo, said in an Interview. 

The Ben Asher Codex is said 
to be the oldest existing com- 
plete Tora. Massouda, 65, 
said it was copied from the 
"Mother of all Toros," the 5,000 
year-old copy written in 
Hebrew and ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphs which was given by 
King Solomon to Egpypt's 


Karaites’ ennobling codex 




(Above) The untied Karaite synagogue at Buattmiya, outside Cairo. Community now numbers 48 souls. 


Pharaoh when he married his 
daughter. 

. The Ben ABher Codex is 
kept In a huge safe at the 55- 
year-old Karaite synagogue In 
the northeast Cairo 
neighbourhood of Abbassla, and 
brought out only for special 
visitors. 

One such visitor last month 
was Lord Greville Janner, a 
British Member of Parliament 
and head of the British Board of 
Deputies. He saw the Tora and 
obtained the tentative approval 


By MAGDA SANGA/Calro 

of Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat to take it to London for 
restoration. 

"Of course they have their 
modern methods, and Britain 
has the best experts at the- 
British Museum, and If it has to 
go anywhere we’d rather it 
went to London. But this is part 
of Egypt's heritage and we can 
never know what would happen 
to it abroad," said Massouda, a 


(Mlchn linr-Ani) 

retired government lawyer who 
still practises privately. 

In 1978 a group of American 
rabbis saw tho Tora and offered 
to take it back to Yeshiva 
University in New York for 
restoration. 

The Karaites hedged, and in 
the meantime one expert told 
them not to allow too much 
handling of the book, or any 
photography, or any plastic 
binding of the pages because 
It might do more harm than 
good, 


1 im Hon A.s her Codex is dla 
thirtivc in Dial It Ih written as a 
bunk, not an a acroil. The 680 
pages of deerskin are decorated 
in gold and luminous Arabcsaue 
and Islamic designs. 

’ The three columns of 
writing ami the designs are still 
intact," Massouda said, "but 
the paper is fraying at the edges 
ami we've already lost the 
brass-studded leather front 
cover of the book." 

Massouda and another 
Karaite leader, Baruch 
Hnrniiti. do not know how or 
when the Hen Asher Codex 
came to Egypt, but they say 
they believe — because of its 
Arabesque and Islamic motifs 
— it has always belonged to the 
Knrailcs. 

The Karaite sect was founded 
by Anan Hen David In the 
eighth century AD In 
Mesopotamia dominated by 
Arabs. Its followers believe 
aolcly in the Tora, rejecting the 
oral tradition of Judaism. 

Massoud says that up to 1948 
there were about 10,500 
Karaites in Cairo. Their 
numbers have dwindled down 
to 42 In 1980. mostly elderly peo- 
ple in their sixties. Q 
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A UNIQUE CRUISE 

TO 

EGYPT AND JORDAN 
FROM EILAT 

ON BOARD THE 

Mts “JASON” 

VISIT SAFAGA — LUXOR 
HU RG HAD A — 
SUEZ — CAIRO — AQABA 

PETRA 

DEPARTURE EVERY FRIDAY 
BEGINNING 

ON 28 DECEMBER 1979 AND ENDING 
ON 7 MARCH 1980 

for reservations and farther details contact your Travel Agent 
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Laying wires for new signal Unas in a fSOm. Egyptian railways project. 

BUSINESS 

PARTNERS 

ELMER WINTER outlines the scope of 
commercial cooperation that could follow 
the normalization of relations between Egypt 
and Israel. 


ISRAEL, AND EGYPT have 
had. big “Welcome" signs out 
'or American Investors for 
several years.- But now, with 
the advent of peace, they can 
aad a lengthy list of extra in- 
ducements for U.S. companies. 

“We believe American com- 
panies can play a pivotal role,” 
Egyptian President Sadat told 
U.S. businessmen after signing 
fjj® P eace treaty with Israel. 

We expect you to be helpful 
and responsive. I am sure you 
are going - to . live up to our 
expectations. Come and be my 
partner. -Come and start your 
feasibility studies. But don't 
waste time." 

American companies can 
• now. 1 embark on inter-linked 
operations in the two countries 
which will allow them to open 
new markets for their products 

the Middle East. 

In Israel, extensive research 
facilities are offered by the 
Teohnion, Weizmann Institute, 
Hebrew University and by the 
-bi-national U.S. -Israel 
■ “ Ql ® nce Foundation. . And its 
well-established infrastructure 
makes Israel an attractive loca- 
tion- for the ; headquarters of 
overseas companies. . 

' Meanwhile, there are many 
une * n P I oyed Egyptians who 
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would seize the opportunity to 
work on the production line of 
an American company. Some of 
their work would be shipped to 
Israel for completion and sold 
1 to European Common Market, 
and other countries through the 
duty-free markets Israeli 
manufacturers have developed. 
Faced with a labour shortage In 
Israel, many manufacturers 
would gladly sub-contract work 
to Egypt. • 

Government and business ex- 
ecutives in Egypt and Israel 
have said they are anxious to do 
business together. It was never 
a question of “if peace comes," 
only "when peace comes." The 
lingering mistrust between 
Egyptian and Israeli executives 
should be easily overcome. 

The two countries can 
cooperate in the production of 
processed food, textiles, 
agricultural equipment, 
pumps, valves and accessories, 
with Israel's much-needed 
know-how being passed on to 
Egyptian manufacturers. And, 
in the other direction, Egypt 
can supply oil, agricultural 
products and cotton to Israel. 

THE EGYPTIAN government 

Continued on page SO 


HOGLA 


Quality Household and Institutional Paper Products. 


Hogla Ltd. is Israel's leading 
converter and manufacturer of 
disposable sanitary household 
and institutional paper 
products. 

Hogla's colorful paper products 
readily find an important place 
on the store shelf and quick 
sales due to their proven 
quality, competitive price and 
imaginative package design, 

Hogla's product line includes: 
Facial Tissues 
Pocket Handkerchiefs 
Toilet Tissue Rolls 
Kitchen Rolls 

Paper Towels (institutional use) 
Sanitary Napkins 
Disposable Baby Diapers 

Production in Hogla's factory 
is based on modern high-speed 
equipment and the latest 
technology, resulting in 
products which meet the 
highest international quality ■ 
standards. 


For further Information and 
export inquiries, please contact: 
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Toilet Tissue Rolls 
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Sanitary Napkins 




Disposable Baby Diapers 




Hogla Ltd. 




Facial Tissues 


10 Carlebach St., 

P.O.Box 20161, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
Tel: 103)262104-7. 

Telex: 32217. 



Kitchen Rolls 


Factory: Industrial Zone, 
Hadera, Israel. Tel: 1063)32253. 


Omat | Karmon | Shifrin| Nafeman 
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METAL WORKS 

Manufactures ^-Exporters of HSS 

Cutting Tools 


Kibbutz Hanlta, Israel. TW:( 04) 968271. Telex: 46363 COMOL IL. 
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70 MILLION HOLLARS EXPORT IN 1970 

$50,000,000 CITRUS FRUIT AND ^ 

$20,000,000 CITRUS PRODUCTS+PECTIN 

YAKHIN HEAD OFFICE IN ISRAEL: WMN 

YAKHIN HOUSE. 2 KAPLAN ST. TEL AVIV, PHONE 1 03-234351^^^ 



Victory 
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now offers private investors tux 
exemptions or holidays for five 
years, tariff and duty con- 
cessions and, sometimes, Infant 
industry protection. Banking 
and construction projects have 
been given special attention 
and several free zones have 
been set up in which export- 
oriented enterprises arc ex- 
empted from exchange, and 
some labour, regulations. 

Movements towards 
economic liberalization and 
diminished state control have 
continued, slowly but percep- 
tibly under the "open door" 
policy Introduced by Sadat in 
1974. The economy has con- 
tinued to grow at 7 to 9 per cent 
annually. Improvements in the 
balance of payments reflect the 
revitalisation of hard currency 
generating sectors — tourism, 
the Suez Canal and petrol 
production. But the largest 
single source of foreign curren- 
cy derives from the remit- 
tances of Egyptians working 
abroad. 

But serious problems remain. 
In. the short run, Egypt is 
burdened by the political and 
economic sanctions of other 
Arab states Imposed In the 
aftermath of the peace treaty. 
Apparently the cumulative 
effect of these sanctions to date 
has been Insignificant. But 
Egypt is looking Increasingly to 
the West for aid and trade links. 

The Egyptian economy still 
bears the legacy of 80 years of 
war and of domination by the 
public : sector. At least, state 
control Is being reduced and 
market forces are being given 
more play in both the public and 
private sectors. But red tape 
and poor transportation and 
communications systems still 
deter investment. 

THE WORLD BANK and the 
U.S. have eaoh funded a series 
of development projects in 
Egypt which offer opportunities 
for American Investment. 
These Include railway construc- 
tion, Irrigation drainage 
systems, telecommunications, 
the development of Alexandria 
port and the expansion of the 
Sues Canal; 

Egyptian officials ■ recently 
asked for more U.S;, Involve- 
ment lh. agriculture,, tourism 
and 'the construction industry. 

mu. i.L j .... 


minerals in Sinai, offers further 
Investment outlets, Major land 
reclamation schompa afclielng 
considered (or the . newly 
returned peninsula, arid health 


BervJdoa, roads and schools will 
have to be provided. 

.Thja. Egyptians have had ex- 
pectations of prosperity arous- 
ed by the peace treaty and hew 
problems may be created for 
the -leadership If fOpd supplies 
and'eonsumer goods'do.npt In- 
crease. But thb government Had 
stated publicly that the tangible 
benefits of peace are not Immi- 
nent and that a degree of 
austerity is required for them to 
be reaped in the. long r un . 

:,QN THk ISRAELI side, there 
ate attractive Investment op* 
: $ ; ort unities-.- for companies 

producing; pharmaceuticals, 

. heavy Ohemidals, 
S^QdSj. high ' technology 
products, electronics, optics, in-. 
• WmehtaW6n,;n4aqhlnery : and 
eqdteiaentr* jewellery, ■ leather 
&aod8,v m °tlon pictures, 7 paper 
products: add tfddks,; 1 
Vi W any bene fils to 


Mtitultonul support needed by 
American companies, while its 
labour costs are roughly only 
half those of the U.S. To offset 
the cost of opening a new enter- 
prise in Israel, a package of 
grants, loans and tax 
allowances are available. 

There is n 50 per cent 
depreciation rate on new In- 
dustrial machinery and equip- 
ment which removes the tax ' 
burden from companies until 
their profits exceed the original ' 
investment in equipment. 
Working capital is available for 
virtually every phase of an ex- 
port business venture. 

Israel guarantees the right to 
repatriate profits and capital — 
in dollars — with no limit on the 
amount, and foreign investors 
now enjoy free convertibility of 
currency. There arc no restric- 
tions on the proportion of 
American ownership in an 
Isrneli venture nor on the 
nationalities of its directors. 
The Israeli government will 
share the costs of approved 
research and development pro- 
jects, on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis, for products which can be 
manufactured in Israel. 

Egypt's termination of the 
economic boycott against Israel 
may break the backbone of the 
Arab League's secondary 
boycott and other Arab coun- 
tries will sec the advantages of - 
doing trade with companies 
operating In Isrnel, 

The opening of the Suez Canal 
to Israeli ships, together with 
all the other Incentives, greatly 
adds to Israel's attracton as a 
manufacturing centre and 
world-wide distribution point. 

It should be realized, 
however, that the upturn in 
Israel's economy will not take 
place overnight. Israel's new \ 
finance minister, Yigael Hur- 
vitz, la determined to fight back 
inflation, remove subsidies and *. 
balance the budget. But his job 
is mado more difficult by the 
transfer of the air force and .. 
army bases from Sinai to the 
Nogov. This will cost lerael $8b. . 
over throe years In addition to . 
Lite oatlmatod ?200m.-$800m. __ - 
.annual loss from the Sinai oil 
fields she has returned to . 
Egypt. 

But, without doubt, eubetan- : 
tlal opportunities exist 'for ■/, 
American firms to Increase r- 
their markets and add to tb®|r 
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IaraebEgypt connection. .. v 

' 

Thr author 1a fj/lafrwirtH of ft* 
American ConimlUw for Economic 
tirmuth la lerael. ' ■ l ' ; 


P ALEX 
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Leading Tour 
Operators 


HAIFA: 

Head .Office 
' B9 Ha’atzmeut Rd. 

• Tel. 524254-5-6 
Telex 48745 
Cables PALEXTOURS 

TtL AVIV: ( 

■ 10 Frischmonn St. 
Tel. 229532 
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